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ETC. & PRINT

Not all cicuits are created equall
There are actually two basic kinds,
parallel and serial. A sefial circuitis
one in which there is only one path
through which the electric current can
ravel. Butin parallel circuits,
electricty has more than one path it
canfollow,

The advantage of parallel wiring
comes in circuits with more than one
electrical oad. In a sefial ircuit, if one:
ofthose loads fals, the whole circut
Wil stop working. In a parallel circuit
each load has a ltle mini-circuitto
itself, so fthat load fals, he rest of
the circuit will keep working

Aclassic example of this advantage has been in the evolution of holiday lights over the years. Older
strings of holiday lights were wired on serial circuits. That meant thatif one bulb failed, the entire
string went black. People used to spend long, fusirating searches for the broken bulb in these light
strings. Nowadays, most holiday lights are wired n parallel, so if one light goes out, it won't affect
the rest of the circuit





What makes parallel and serial circuits different?

When might it be advantageous to use a serial circuit instead of a parallel circuit?

Sketch a diagram showing a source and several loads that is wired as a serial circuit.

Sketch a diagram showing a source and several loads that is wired as a serial circuit.

Critical Thinking: Parallel and Serial Circuits








